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WILSON'S SUCCESSOR -- PROFILES 
ANNCR: 

FIVE MEMBERS OF BRITISH PRIME MINISTER HAROLD WILSON'S 
CABINET HAVE ANNOUNCED THEY ARE CANDIDATES TO SUCCEED HIM. 
NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL NEXT MONDAY, BUT NO MORE 
THAN ONE OTHER CABINET MEMBER IS EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE. FROM 
LONDON, CORRESPONDENT RON GRUNBERG LOOKS AT THE BACKGROUNDS OF THE 
CONTENDERS FOR BRITAIN'S TOP GOVERNING JOB: 

VOICE: 

THE LABOR PARTY IS SPLIT. THERE ARE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 
ON ONE SIDE AND MARXISTS ON THE OTHER. HAROLD WILSON, 

A SOCIAL DEMOCRAT, IS ACCLAIMED BY HIS CRITICS AND FRIENDS 
AS A REMARKABLE POLITICIAN: HE ACTUALLY HAS HELD THIS 
PARTY TOGETHER. HIS ABILITY HAS BEE!!! ESPECIALLY COMMENTED 
ON OF LATE, BECAUSE THE BAD ECONOMIC NEWS HAS INCREASED 
THE EMOTIONAL DIVISIONS BETWEEN THE TWO FACTIONS. 

SO WHEN THE OBSERVERS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS LOOK FOR 
A SUCCESSOR TO MR. WILSON, THEY LOOK BEYOND THE INTELLECTUAL 
ABILITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE CANDIDATES AND 
THINK OF WHO BEST CAN MAINTAIN A UNITED PARTY. THAT'S 
WHY FOREIGN SECRETARY JAMES CALLAGHAN IS CONSIDERED THE 
FAVORITE. HE HAS SERVED AS CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 
AND HOME SECRETARY, AND NO ONE HAS POINTED TO ANY MAJOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS HE'S MADE WHEN HOLDING THESE OFFICES. THEY 
LOOK RATHER TO THE FACT THAT HE HAS AVOIDED CONTROVERSY. 
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HE'S CALLED IN THE PRESS EVERYBODY'S FAVORITE UNCLE, AND 
IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE THE TALENT TO KEEP THE PARTY FROM 
COMING APART, HE, TOO, IS A COMMITTED SOCIAL DEMOCRAT. 

THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL OF THE CANDIDATES, BUT TO SOME 
THE MOST ATTRACTIVE, IS ENERGY SECRETARY TONY BENN, WHO 
MANY YEARS AGO RENOUNCED A PEERAGE TO KEEP A HOUSE OF COMMONS 
SEAT AND IS CONSIDERED THE FAVORITE OF THE LEFT-WING. HE 
WAS A CAMPAIGNER IN THE LAST DECADE FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 
AND IS FOR CONTINUED STATE TAKEOVER OF INDUSTRY. HE'S 
CONSIDERED THE LEAST LIKELY TO WIN HIS FELLOW 
PARLIAMENTARIANS VOTE FOR LABOR PARTY LEADER. OF SIMILAR 
OUTLOOK IS MICHAEL FOOT, THE EMPLOYMENT SECRETARY. HE 
IS THOUGHT TO HAVE A BETTER CHANCE BECAUSE THERE ARE 
MODERATES WHO SUPPORT HIM. THESE TWO ARE LIKELY TO TAKE 
VOTES AWAY FROM EACH OTHER. 

THE ENVERONMENT SECRETARY, ANTHONY CROSLAND, IS 
CONSIDERED ONE OF WESTERN EUROPE'S LEADING SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
THINKERS. HE HAS VARIED GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE AND SCATTERED 
SUPPORT AMONG THE LABOR MODERATES BUT IS NOT GIVEN MUCH 
OF A CHANCE, 

FINALLY THERE IS ROY JENKINS, THE HOME SECRETARY. HE 
WAS A PASSIONATE CAMPAIGNER FOR SRITAIN TO STAY IN THE 
COMMON MARKET AND IS CONSIDERED ONE OF BRITAIN'S MOST 
EFFECTIVE POST-WAR CHANCELLORS. IN A GENERAL 
ELECTION HE MIGHT HAVE THE GREATEST CHANCE TO CUT INTO THE 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY'S NATURAL CONSTITUENCY, BUT THIS APPEAL 
CAN WORK AGAINST HIM AMONG THE LABOR PARTY'S OWN LEFT. TO 


THEM HE'S CONSIDERED RIGHT-WING, 
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THE PRESENT CHANCELLOR, DENIS HEALY, HAS NOT YET ANNOUNCED 
HIS CANDIDACY. THE LEFT IS OPPOSED TO HIM BECAUSE OF HIS 
VICIOUS ATTACK ON THEM IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS LAST WEEK. 
THE WOUNDS ARE FRESH AND THAT MAY BE WHY HE HAS DELAYED 
ANNOUNCING WHETHER HE WILL RUN: HE'S TRYING TO SEE HOW 
MUCH SUPPORT HE CAN GET. 

OVER THIS WEEKEND, LABOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT WILL 
BE RETURNING OR CONSULTING WITH THEIR HOME DISTRICTS, TO 
SEE WHAT THE PEOPLE THERE AND THE PARTY WORKERS WANT MOST 
FOR PARTY LEADER. THE FIRST BALLOT WILL BE ANNOUNCED NEXT 
THURSDAY. IF NO CANDIDATE HAS A CLEAR MAJORITY, A SECOND 
BALLOT WILL TAKE PLACE. AT THE LATEST, THE LABOR PARTY 
WILL HAVE A NEW LEADER IN EARLY APRIL. THEN HE WILL GO TO 
THE QUEEN, AND SEEK PERMISSION TO FOR A NEW GOVERNMENT. 
JS/PBM 


